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Barbara Vrooman
Located on Westchester Avenue
at the foot of Armory Hill  and
adjacent to THE WESTCH-

ESTER, the G. Kent Hawks
Fountain was created in memo-
ry of a 37-year-old architect,
good friend, and vice-president

of the WPBF.  Another architect
on our Board, Robert Pollack,
proposed the plan for a rustic,
woodland fountain constructed of
boulders. We raised $25,000 and
construction began.  A dedication
ceremony was held in 1978.
Surrounded by tall office build-
ings, high-rise apartments, busy
traffic and the huge Westchester
mall, this quiet, woodland setting
can transport you to another time
more peaceful and content.  We
welcome our newest Major
Sponsors of this garden area,

White Plains Beautification Foundation, Inc.
P.O. Box 1614
White Plains, NY 10602
Return Service Requested

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
White Plains, NY
Permit No. 222

As we celebrate twenty years of TV production,
which has comprised hundreds of wonderful
guests, and twenty-three years of participating in
the annual Memorial Day parade, we decided to
present something different. Board member Tony
Spinelli videotaped the parade from the inside
looking out.  While hundreds of you watched from
the grandstand at City Hall and along the streets,
we watched YOU.  It's always such fun seeing
children and adults waving flags, smiling, and
yelling/telling us how wonderful we are (that
makes it all worthwhile!).

WPBF presidents traditionally ride with DPW
Commissioner
Bud Nicoletti in
his antique Jeep,
hauling a trailer
load of flowers
and shrubs.
Nabel's Nursery

loans the plants and loads the trailer. A sporty little
red car, in which Tony rode, accompanied them,

sporting the usual tacky plastic flowers and some
lopsided, very old signs.  Guess that's part of the
tradition. Beth and Brian Wallach and Brian's dog
Jed complete the group.  

We love this event, and the ceremony at the
Rural Cemetery at parade's end is something
everyone should attend.  It makes Memorial Day
truly memorable.
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"This Blooming City"

The White Plains Beautification Foundation was awarded The New York State
Recreation and Parks Society 2010 award for Volunteerism.  Each recreation
and parks department state-wide is given the opportunity to submit names of
individuals and groups who exhibit outstanding volunteerism for the betterment
of recreation and parks in their municipality. The WPBF would like to thank
the WPR&P Commission for submitting our name for consideration.  

Accepting the award on behalf of the WPBF at the April Common
Council meeting is  from the left, WPBF president Mary Merenda, Mayor

Adam Bradley, Acting Recreation and Parks Commissioner Albert T.
Moroni, and Francine Croughan, Recreation Administrator.

White Plains 2010 Garden Highlights

WPBF Receives NYS Volunteer Award

Cont’d Pg. 9
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Financial Report
WPBF Funds for 2009

The Foundation Board takes pride 
in the fact that it has been successful 
in holding administrative costs to 5% 

of total expenditures by being an 
organization of all volunteers:

2009 Income: $193,996

Adopt-A-Park Program (73%): $118,653
Annual Gala (17%) $28,265
General Donations: (10%)           $17,078

2009 Expenses: $161,190

Programs: Garden Planting, Care 
and Watering, School Garden 
Funding: (81%) $131,153
Fundraising, including Gala: (10%) $16,287
Communications & Education: (4%) $ 5,648
Administration: (5%) $8,102

Adopt-A-Park

Gala

Donations

Programs

Administration
Communications

Fund-
raising

Dear Friends, 

Welcome to our Winter newsletter!

WPBF is celebrating 45 years of service to White Plains.
Incorporated in 1965, our organization has grown from a
small group of intrepid citizens determined to restore the
beauty of White Plains to over 70 directors and associate
directors.

We have truly changed the face of White Plains. Thanks
to the generosity of Adopt-A-Park sponsors and other
partners, WPBF has been able to provide the city with
nearly 60 gardens planted and cared for by local nurs-
eries. In addition, WPBF has planted over 100 trees and
installed more than 100 benches. 

By now, our gardens have been put to bed for the winter,
but plans are already underway to bring you a glorious
spring bursting with color and life! 

We hope you enjoy our latest newsletter. Look inside to
see what we've been up to. From Arbor Day to our suc-
cessful Gala to our Business Awards, there is something
for everyone. 

As always, we welcome your participation - whether
you're interested in joining the foundation and serving on
one of the many committees or care to support our mis-
sion with a donation. Guests are always welcome at our
meetings. If you would like to know more about us click
on the link "Contact Us" and leave us a message. We'll
be happy to contact you. 

Sincerely, 

Jean M. Bello & Marie Silverman Marich

MARJ PRIESTLEY - One of the co-founders of the WPBF, Marj died
September 9th, 2010.  She was 93.  In 1964 she became active on
the small committee that in 1965 incorporated and become a not-for-
profit corporation.  She served as president from 1972 to 1984.  In our
Spring 1984 Newsletter, Barbara Vrooman wrote the following tribute

Cont’d Pg. 4
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White Plains Beautification Foundation
Board of Directors and Advisors

Honorary Chairman
Honorable Adam Bradley
Mayor, City of White Plains

Officers
Jean Bello
Marie Silverman Marich 

Co-Presidents
Suzanne Evans

First Vice-President 
Mary Briante
Dorothy Chervinsky
Robert W. Pollack
Karen Quinn

Vice-Presidents 
Renate Daly
Beth Levine

Recording Secretaries
Thomasina Petrone

Corresponding Secretary
Roland N. Barnes

Treasurer 
Guy A. Terhune

Assistant Treasurer
Barbara T. Vrooman* 

Adopt-A-Park Chair
Mary R. Merenda*

Immediate Past President 

Directors
Nanette H. Bourne
Sue Brennan
Rebecca Bright
Lucille Claroni
Sally G. Coe*
Claudia Doherty
Ann Edwards*
Micaela Kelly Goldberger
Verdell Hilliard
Frances A. Keegan
Gail Landauer
Blaine Levenson
Ruth Manecke
Kathleen Masterson
Ruth M. Melnikoff
Judith Meyer Morse
Debra Oleson
Hon. Pauline C. Oliva
Josephine Pellegrino
Alan Ramsay
Barbara Ramsdell*
Nancy Rice
Dorothy Schere*
Anthony Spinelli
Charlotte Hope Szabo
Angela Vitellas

Beth K. Wallach*
Alison Walsh
Jeanne Wilcox
Peter G. Wilcox

Honorary Directors
Elizabeth H. Wagner

Brian Wallach* 

Associates
Magda Bondy
Mary Ann DeRosa
Debbie Donahoe
Alfred B. Gates 
Rose marie James
Mary Helen Jordan
Hon Mary Ann Keenan
Rita Marshall
Barbara Mauriello
Esther Natter
Irving Natter
Anthony Pilla
Jaquelyn Pirri
Iwona Rainer
Jeff Rainer
Beth Roach
Rose Sanders
Ellen Stone
Michael Swift
Tracey Swift
Julie Trelstad
Stuart Werner
John Vrooman

Counsel
Lucia Chiocchio, Esq.

Cuddy and Feder

Advisers
Gary E. Bashian. Esq.
Supt. Dennis DeFilippis 
Comm. Susan Habel
Comm. John Hsu 
Patrick Laidman, Arborist
Frederick L. Marshall
Comm. Albert T. Moroni 
Comm. Joseph Nicoletti

Newsletter Committee
Beth K. Wallach*, Editor
Peter Wilcox, Designer
Roland Barnes
Jean Bello
Renate Daly
Ann Edwards

Blaine Levenson
Marie Silverman Marich
Mary Merenda
Judith Meyer Morse
Barbara Ramsdell
Alan Ramsay
Dorothy Schere
Charlotte Hope Szabo
Guy Terhune
Angela Vitellas
Barbara Vrooman

Photography
Roland Barnes
Tracey Swift

* former Presidents

White Plains Beaut i f icat ion
Foundat ion,  Inc.
P.O. Box 1614
White Plains NY 10602
www.wpbf.org

A Non-Profit Organization of Volunteers

Inquiries to the President:
Jean Bello   (914) 584-1650 
e-mail: jeanmbello@gmail.com

or
Marie Silverman Marich (914) 428-7467

A copy of our last financial report 
filed with the State may be obtained 
by writing to:

NYS Attorney General’s Office
Charities Bureau
120 Broadway
New York, NY 10271

In Memoriam

VISIT OUR WEBSITE:
www.wpbf.org

Maintained by White Plains based

Luria Digital Productions, LLC

Hon. Robert F. Ruger
Early this year, White
Plains Beautification
Foundation, along with all
of White Plains, bid
farewell to Robert F. Ruger,
affectionately known as
“Mr. White Plains” for his
tireless devotion to the city.
A former President of
WPBF, Councilman, and
White Plains High School
Hall of Fame inductee, Mr.
Ruger died January 7, 2010,
at the age of 97. A teak
bench dedicated to him
June 2008 sits in Druss
Park, down the street from
the home where he had
lived his entire life. At the
dedication, Mr. Ruger told
those assembled that he
considered himself “a very
wealthy man – wealthy in
friends” and that he was
happy he had “at least done
something that made life
better for someone else.” It
was our privilege to know
and love him.
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Jean Bello 
On November 21, 1976, guests paid

$5 to attend a wine and cheese party
hosted by the White Plains
Beautification Foundation at a cozy
French restaurant on Gedney Way
called Le Shack. The event netted $825
and the tradition of a WPBF fall
fundraiser was born. 

Through the years, the Fall
Gala has adopted a myriad of
personalities and themes, has
honored its founders and
friends, has raised as much as
$30,000 in a single event, and
has always been the product of
dedicated volunteers with a pas-
sion for making White Plains
the most beautiful city it can be.
Local businesses and communi-
ty members have always gener-
ously supported the Gala.

The Gala was held at a variety of
places since its beginning, some no
longer exist or have changed their
name including The Jockey Club, La
Reserve, the top of the Financial
Center, the Holiday Inn Crowne Plaza,
Stouffer Westchester Hotel, the White
Plains Hotel and the White
Plains Public Library. 

Beginning in 1993, WPBF
began a 16-year tradition of cel-
ebrating the Fall Gala at the
Woman's Club of White Plains
at 305 Ridgeway. The Club's
home at the CV Rich Mansion
seemed the ideal location for "A
Taste of White Plains," a buffet
dinner offering samplings by as
many as 14 area restaurants
donating their time and specialties.
And, in 1995 a time-honored gentle-
man's tradition was introduced at the
gala: brandy and cigars on the patio.
The fall 1995 WPBF Newsletter
reports that a few female guests were
caught sneaking a puff or two. 

"Countdown to 2000" was the theme
of the fall '99 gala chaired by Sally
Coe. In 2001, chair Kathy Masterson

brought us "The Magic of White
Plains" employing the services of a
roaming magician.  A special raffle was
held that evening to raise funds for a
memorial tree to be planted in the city's
Peace Garden as a tribute to those who
died in the terrorist attacks September
11, 2001. 

The Ruby Gala, celebrating the
foundation's 40th anniversary, was held
November 6, 2005 and chaired by
Linda and Steven Rasch. Nabel's
Nurseries donated 300 long-stemmed
roses. Ten local restaurants provided
their specialties, coordinated by Peter
Herrero.  Westchester Wine Warehouse

conducted a wine tasting, and Rose
marie James presented a power point
show of WPBF's work.  Entertainment
was provided by the White Plains High
School Honors String Ensemble,
directed by William Eckfeld;  the City
Center Dancers, directed by Dina
Giordano; and piano tunes beautifully
played by our own Jeff Rainer. 

"Puttin' on the Spritz" was the name

chosen for the 2006 gala, co-chaired by
Renate Daly and Ruth M. Melnikoff, to
call attention to the steep cost of water-
ing our then 50 gardens -  $27,160 in
2006. The water-themed decorations
were coordinated by Judi Willsey of
Framings/ Event Design and Kathy
Masterson. 

At the November 4, 2007 gala,
dubbed "The Best Party in Town,"
a special announcement was made
that a teak bench would be
installed in Druss Park in honor of
Robert Ruger's 95th birthday. The
Hon. Ruger was a former president
of the Foundation. 

After 16 years, the gala
switched venues this year - just
down the road to Westchester Hills
Golf Club where guests dined on
an elegantly presented hot and

cold buffet and light spirits. Co-Chairs
Mary Briante and Claudia Doherty and
their gala committee provided surpris-
es, including a wine raffle in which
everyone who bought a ticket won a
prize. Over 100 bottles of wine were
donated by Pernod Ricard.  

The price of admission may have
gone up since that first gala held in
1976, but for $85 it's still the best
value in town - all you can eat and
drink, the opportunity to win some
great prizes, and an evening spent
in delightful company.  

WPBF thanks all who have con-
tributed to our annual galas, and
those who have underwritten our
costs, provided entertainment,
donated prizes for our silent auc-
tions and raffles, designed or print-

ed our invitations and journals, or sim-
ply showed your support by attending.
You are far too many to list.  

All proceeds from the galas help to
plant and maintain WPBF's nearly 60
gardens, as well as trees, and provide
funds for capital projects which
enhance our cityscape, including the
Triantafillu Fountain, The Basket, The
Gazebo, and many more. 

Evolution of The Gala
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Mary Merenda

Each year the White Plains Beautification Foundation
acknowledges the beautification efforts of our business com-
munity and condominium owners for their beautiful gardens.

The 2009 Business Appreciation Awards  were presented
at our November, 2009, meeting to Dr. Michael Silver,
Brook Hills Condos;  David Verespy, The Gramercy; Patrick
Philbin and Cesar Polanko, 10 Bank Street; Robert Orlofsky
and Tony Garrido, Bryant Gardens; and William Blumstein,
The Fairways.  Also recognized but unable to attend the
meeting were representatives of The Gateway Building at 10
Stewart Place; and The Exchange. 2010 awardees will be
featured in our spring newsletter.

Karen Quinn

On April 24th, volunteers
from the White Plains Beaut-
ification Foundation took to
the floors of Barnes & Noble
in White Plains as part of an
initiative to generate awareness
for the WPBF.   If consumers
mentioned the organization to
the cashier, a percentage of
their purchases were donated to
WPBF by Barnes & Noble.  So
our energetic volunteers
walked the floor wearing
WPBF stickers, and a smile,
talking about the promotion
and placing WPBF stickers on
books to be purchased.   As an
added incentive to bring cus-
tomers to the store, some of
our Master Gardeners set up a
table at the entrance, dispens-
ing gardening advice.

We also had a coloring
station, where children could
color a flower basket picture
in time for Mothers Day.
This was a small initiative,
but it allowed the WPBF to
connect with the community
and promote the expertise
that resides within the
organization.

Hear ye, hear ye, you can
wander throughout our gar-
dens by following the map
WPBF recently published of
our nearly 60 gardens plant-
ed throughout the city. Our
new brochure includes a
fold-out 17- by 11-inch-map
marking the locations of our
gardens. The brochure,
which also explains WPBF’s
mission, our programs, activ-
ities and accomplishments,
and a list of ways you can
participate, can be found at
the White Plains Public
Library, White Plains
Department of Recreation
and Parks office on Gedney
Way, local real estate offices
and nurseries. Pick up a

copy and let the map guide
you on a leisurely stroll
through the gardens from
Tibbits Park to Druss Park,
from North Street to City
Hall, and everywhere in
between. Each garden bears
a green sign designating the
name(s) of its major spon-
sor(s). Next time you fre-
quent one of the businesses
that so generously under-
write the cost of planting and
maintaining these gardens,
or if you happen to meet one
of the individuals who so
graciously support these
efforts, please say a warm
“thank you” for their part in
providing these beautiful
oases in our growing city.  

WPBF Holds Court
at Barnes & Noble

- Touring WPBF Gardens Made Easy -

Business Beautification Awards 

to Marj: (Cont’d)  Marj Priestley’s fields
of interest beyond that of beautification are
sown with tireless hours of service to her
community.  Whether it be Vice Chairman
of the White Plains Planning Board, past
Director of the White Plains Regional
Chamber of Commerce, member of the
Community Council and President’s
Council of the College of White Plains
(now Pace University), President of the
Westchester member, Marj serves her
community the only way she knows how –
SUPREMELY! Municipal Planning
Federation, Past President of the League
of Women voters, Urban Renewal Agency
representative, Keep White Plains Clean
Committee.

*     Not one to rest on her laurels (or for
that matter, her dogwoods or daffodils),
Marj was the driving force, the steering
wheel, the weeding whip, as well as our
planting partner for the past twelve years
she served as the president of the
Beautification Foundation.

She mowed you down with her energy,
uprooted you with her enthusiasm, made
you see gardens where there was gravel,
blossoms where there was blight,  turned
mud into marigolds, trash into tulips and
could transplant you from home to Tibbits
Park in ten minutes all for the sake of
some old tree in trouble. 

Thanks Marj, from all of us. We love
you!



ADOPT-A-PARK PROGRAM 2010
Again, we thank these new groups of contributors, our Diamond and

Platinum Sponsors,for their dedication to the work of our Foundation.
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Amodio's Garden Center & Flower Shop *
Michael Bellantoni Landscaping * 

Wendy & Jerry Blum
Barbara & Richard Dannenberg
Maier Markey & Menashi LLP*

Nabel's  Nurseries *
Irving and Sara Selis Foundation, Inc.     

The Syd & Jan M. Silverman Foundation

PLATINUM SPONSORS  $5,000-$9,999

AKRF, Inc.
Ballard-Durand Funeral Home
Better Homes & Gardens -

Rand Realty
Gary E. Bashian, Esq.
Caspi Development Company           
Robert & Sally G. Coe
Crowne Plaza
Cuddy & Feder LLP
DeRosa Builders, Inc.
Jean & Mike Divney
Ann & Bob Edwards
Marjorie & Robert Feder
Goldstein & Associates Realty, Inc 

Houlihan/Lawrence R.E. Center   
Rose marie James Graphic Design
LCOR
James A. Macdonald Foundation
MALKIN Properties
Mack-Cali Realty Corporation
Hon. Rita & Thomas Malmud
Al Nolletti
North Broadway Citizen's Assoc.
North Street Community, LLC
Paul & Thomasina Petrone
PIP Printing*
Jaquelyn P. Pirri
Prato Capital Management

Reckson, a Division of SL Green 
Rosedale Neighborhood Assoc
Silverman Realty Group, Inc
Clarence C. Strowbridge
Charlotte Hope Szabo &

Roland N. Barnes
The Care of Trees*
The Container Store
The Tobin Family
Herbert & Elizabeth Tulchin 
Barbara & Bill Vrooman
Brian & Beth K. Wallach
Nick & Aileen Wolff   

*denotes  in-kind 

DIAMOND SPONSOR  $10,000 +
Peter Gisondi Painting Co., Inc.

Gedney Farms Nursery*

GOLD SPONSORS  $2,500-5,000

MAJOR SPONSORS  $1,000-$2,499

BENEFACTORS  $500-$999

All New York Title Agency, Inc
Anonymous Good Friend
Paul & Jean Bello
Benerofe Properties Corp Dr.
Laura Butterfield & Peter Wolfson
Combe, Incorporated
Cormac & Renate Daly
Mildred Squires Davidson
Lauren M. & Robert Fales
Jeane & John Garment
Charlie & Micaela Goldberger
Elizabeth H. Goldsmith 
Hocherman Tortorella &         

Wekstein, LLP

Hudson Valley Bank
Mary Helen Jordan
Gail & Alan Landauer
James Louis Leinwand Fund
Blaine & Stephen Levenson
Beth & Jerry Levine
P. Robert & 

Marie Silverman Marich
Markey Realty Company
Diana Munder
Deirdre & Rudy Nabel
NILOC Operating Co., LLC
Hon. Pauline C. Oliva
Jo Pellegrino

Rakow Comm. Realty Group, Inc.
RMC Development Co.
Jonathan & Dorothy S. Schere
Fred M. Schildwachter & Sons
Max & Gail Schwartz
Nancy & Robert Stone
Karen & Guy H. Terhune
The Kempner Corporation
Graham & Julie Trelstad
Karen & Richard Trepp
Anne & John Uglum
Harriet & Paul Weissman
White Plains Hospital Center

Anonymous Friend
Bloomingdale's* & The
Bloomingdale's Fund of

Macy Foundation
Capital One Bank 

Heyman Properties

Luria Digital*
Rev. Everett Parker

Reckson, a Div. of SL Green
Linda & Mel Teetz 
Guy A. Terhune

* Denotes a gift in kind.
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FRIENDS OF THE PARK  $250-$499

American Legion Post
Paul Bergins, Esq
Arnold & Sandra Bernstein
Hon. Benjamin Boykin
Rebecca W. & Harry O. Bright
Club Pointe Condo Association
Del Bello Donnellan Weingarten
Tartaglia Wise & Wiederkehr, LLP

Haviland Manor Association
Stephen & Susan Holden, III
Bob Hyland's Sports Page Pub
Kalmon Dolgin Affiliates
KeyBank
Hela & Peter Kindler
Jim & Leslie Levy

Ellen Lynch
Mary & Anthony J. Marano, MD
McCarthy Associates
Jean A. & Kenneth W. McComb
Ruth M. Melnikoff, Esq.
Mary Merenda
Pamela & Roger Moyer
M & T Bank
Hannah M. & John G. Nelson, MD
North Street Area Civic Assoc.
Leslie & Chris O'Gorman
Jack & Pat Orben
Oxman Tulis Kirkpatrick 
Whyatt & Geiger LLP
Andrea Paladino 

Hon. James B. & Nancy J. Reap
Ridgeway At White Plains HOA
Hon. Tom & Beth Roach
Saccardi & Schiff, Inc.
Gregory J. & 

Hon. Beth N. Smayda
Silverberg Zalantis, LLP
Eleanor Stillman
Barbara & Barry Wenglin
Chip,Brenda,CJ,Hunter Williams
John & Marylu Williams
Zarin & Steinmetz

Names current as of:
November15th

Adopt-a-Park 
Sponsors Recognized 

Renate Daly
The annual Adopt-A-Park Appreciation Breakfast was

held Thursday, May 20, at Bloomingdale’s Restaurant in
White Plains. Bloomingdale’s has been the generous host
of this event for the past 13 years and ensures that this
event, which honors our AAP contributors, is a success.
The breakfast was attended by approximately 100 AAP
sponsors, as well as County Executive Robert P. Astorino,
Mayor Adam Bradley, County Board of Legislators
William J. Ryan, and many Common Council members
and Commissioners. This year after introductions by
WPBF president Mary Merenda, our guest speaker was
John M.Gisondi, President & CEO of Peter Gisondi
Painting Co. John and his father Peter Gisondi have been
generous Diamond sponsors of the Adopt-A-Park Program
over the years and known for their generous contribution
of restoration and painting of the Gazebo in Tibbits  Park.

In grateful thanks and recognition of their efforts over the
years, Barbara Vrooman, Chairman of the Adopt-A-Park
Program presented the Gisondis with a beautiful stretched
canvas photo of the renowned Gazebo. Also receiving a
similar appreciation gift of her own garden on the corner
of Mamaroneck Avenue and Ridgeway was Diamond
Sponsor Carla Nolletti of Gedney Farms Nursery. All
AAP contributors received token gifts of appreciation for
their support of the Adopt-A-Park Program.

Co-Chairs Alison Walsh, Renate Daly and Beth Levine
organized the breakfast. The beautiful invitation was
designed by Associate member and graphic designer
Rose marie James; the cost of printing was donated by
DeRosa Builders; and the expenses for printing the
breakfast programs was underwritten by PIP Printing
and Document Services. As always there was much
mutual recognition and gratefulness shown by White
Plains Beautification to the contributing sponsors and
the city to the Foundation and its generous contributors.
This is indeed an APPRECIATION Breakfast.
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Arbor Day
Dorothy Schere

On a blustery day in April, the White Plains Beaut-
ification Foundation cele-
brated Arbor Day with the
staff and children of the
new Post  Road  School by
planting a Princess
Dogwood tree in front of
the school.

The first graders regaled
us all with poems and songs
about trees and helped to
plant the tree with love.
We were joined by Mayor
Adam Bradley and
Superintendent of Schools
Chris Clouet and other offi-
cials. Patrick Laidman of
The Care of Trees, present-

ed the children with lovely small trees for them to
plant at home. The New
York State Forrester spoke
about the value of trees to
our environment. He
brought a Tree City flag to
mark another year that
White Plains had done such
an outstanding job of main-
taining and replacing trees
in the city landscape. He
also brought the annual
Arbor Day poster for the
school and bookmarks for
the children and staff.

All told, a lovely Arbor
Day where we all focused
on our beautiful Tree City.

Front Yard Gardens - 
We Like Your Gardens!

Have you noticed your neighbors' front yard gardens?
We search all summer long and are delighted with what
we discover.  In every neighborhood there are wonder-
ful surprises.  On Battle Hill alone are dozens of spec-
tacular landscapes, too many to list here.  In The
Highlands we always admire the sweet, fragrant, old-
fashioned garden at the corner of Prescott and Green-
ridge, tended by Jane Mercaldi and her husband
Jonathan Booth.  Year after year we admire the lush
gardens at Barbara Nash and husband Ted Ansbacher's
Byron Avenue home. Not to be missed is Esta Blum's

Ridgeway garden in Haviland's Manor, resplendent in a
colorful array of perennials inside and outside of the
fence along the front. We like to recognize as many
gardens as we can, and our new chairperson (and one of
our new vice-presidents)  Dorothy Chervinsky will be
delighted to hear from you. Contact her at 949-1510  or
email Dchervinsk@aol.com with your suggestions.

But now it's nearly winter and we will be watching to
see what you have popping through the snow.  Red twig
dogwood?  Winterberry shrubs?  Winter pansies?  Even
snowmen count.  The search goes on.  How about send-
ing some online photos of your garden, or that of a
neighbor?

What A Nice Garden!
While all of us at WPBF keep our eyes open in gardening
season, we can't see them all. Let us know about a lovely

garden you've come across by e-mailing
dchervinsk@aol.com or calling 949-1510 and we will be

glad to send your thanks and ours with a beautiful postcard.

Gift-giving Magic
It's that time of year, and gift-giving stress can be 

overwhelming.   How about a contribution that will bloom 
all year long?  You need not wrap it or ship it.  All you 
need to do is fill out the attached remittance envelope

with the necessary info, write a check, and we 
(volunteer Verdell Hilliard) will do the rest. 
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Bernadette and Gregory P. Prato of  Prato Capital
Management.  Nabel's Nurseries has added a lovely
fall planting to give a salute to autumn and pleas-
ure to all who pass by.

Main & Mamaroneck Traffic Island Planters are
a constant, attractive
centerpiece for this center
city intersection. Who can
still remember when there
was a policeman standing
on a box by his little
booth, directing traffic at
this intersection?   Later
the city's streetscape
design included the pres-
ent median  with three
street trees.  Not an
organization to let an
opportunity like this to go
by, WPBF, working with
Commissioner Bud
Nicoletti, had empty
planters from behind the
Public Library brought to the island for planting.
This year we thank Amodio's Nursery for the lus-
cious floral display, and our long-time Major
Sponsors Barbara & Bill
Vrooman and Beth &
Brian Wallach for taking
this under their wings.  

Island Ready for
Adoption One of the
most colorful areas of the
city is located at the foot
of Martine Avenue at
Bank Street.  MALKIN
Properties, owner of Ten
Bank Street, sponsor one
of the two island gardens,
but we have lost the
sponsor for the other.
Here is the chance to adopt something that will
become your own and not need to be clothed, fed,
carpooled, disciplined, taught to drive, educated

and worried about for the rest of you life. It will be
just a lovely garden that will carry your name on
one of our green garden signs.  If you would like
more information and adoption papers, please con-
tact us.  Our gratitude to Carla Nolletti of Gedney
Farms Nursery for the outstanding plantings.

Jan Silverman Memorial Garden (originally
Lila A. Wallace Garden)
Over the years, several
gardens were created  to
honor special friends of
WPBF.  This garden hon-
ored Lila A. Wallace,
founder with her husband
DeWitt, of the Reader's
Digest.  Mrs. Wallace was
an important friend and
benefactor to WPBF and
helped with the final
funding of our
Triantafillu Fountain at
the Intersection of Main
Street and North Broad-
way.  The garden was
funded by the Reader's

Digest Foundation for many years. When the fund-
ing stopped in the early 1990's, Syd Silverman took
over as a Platinum Sponsor, and it is now called

Jan's Garden in memory
of his dear wife who was
a great friend of our foun-
dation, and, incidentally,
mother of WPBF co-pres-
ident Marie Silverman
Marich. This is the first
garden that dazzles your
eyes as you drive down
North Broadway heading
into the city. We thank
Carla Nolletti of Gedney
Farms Nursery for this
spectacular display.  It is
very difficult to put this
garden to bed.  It keeps

wanting to bloom right through to the very end of
fall and is so reminiscent of the joyous person for
whom it is named.  

continued from Pg 1
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WPBF Donors (7/1/09 - 9/21/10)

Arne Abramowitz
Joya Agnes Adams
ALNO Gedney Farms, Inc.
Deborah & Stephen Altieri
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Amadio
American Legion Post 135
Diane & Joe Ametrano
Peggy & David H. Amler, M. D.
Lee Anderson
Loretta & Walter Anderson
Thor H. Anderson
Margie & Andrew Anik
Anonymous (3)
Karyn E. & Steven A. Antico
Michael Antonelle, M. D.
Leticia & Wim Aquarius
Barbara B. Argy
James Arndt
Barbra & Frank Arnold
Charlotte & Richard B. Ayers
Laddie Bakanic
Bobbi Leis & Simon H. Baker
Ronnie E. Barback
Charlotte Hope Szabo

& Roland Barnes
Frya E. Barnes
Helen McCabe & Eric Barnes
Barnes & Noble Booksellers
Peter Barnum
Robert Barone
Regina A. Bartus
Isabel Becerra
Beck Liebman Petrone, P.C.
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Begun
Jean & Paul Bello
Paul B. Bergins
Peter Berland
Hon. Arnold S. Bernstein
Maureen A. Biondi
Sheila & Michael Black
Jane B. Blum
Esta Blum
Nina & Philip Blumenfeld
Stan Boguski
Lois E. Bonanni
Nanette Bourne
Kathleen & Joseph Bova
Rose Bova
Carsandra & Hon. Benjamin Boykin II
Hon. Adam Bradley
Lucille & Walter Brady
Suzanne A. Brainard
Susan Brennan
Drew & Debbie Brennan
Anne M. Breslin
Anne Marie Bretones
Mary & Robert Briante

Dolores Briante
Hon. Harry O. & Rebecca Bright
Marion T. Broadhurst
Eleanor & Herman Brot
Cornelia Todd Brown
Hon. David E. Buchwald
Naomi & Don Buchwald
Karen & Patrick Buckley
Lynn Burell
Dona & Thomas Burke
C. P. M. of Westchester, Inc.
Eric Calian, D.D.S., Calian Dental, P. C.
Irene Cannon-Geary
Frank Cantatore
Dolores & Anthony Cardon
Patrick Laidman, 

Arborist, Care of Trees
Marjorie & Ray Castro
Margaret & Joseph Cataldo
Mary & John Cavallero
Dorothy W. Chervinsky
Edward C. Chorley
Rita & Jacob Clark 
Lucille Claroni
Sally & Robert Coe

Bob & Susan Colson
Lica Contescu
Barbara & Aaron Cooper
Jane & Richard Cormack
County Window Cleaning
Martha Cox
Antoinette & Anthony Cucciarre
Patrice & Dennis Cuddy
Mr. & Mrs. George Curtis
Catherine & Elias Dagher
Mr. & Mrs. Sebastian M. D'Alessandro
Renate & Cormac Daly
Mary & Vincent D'Amico
Barbara & Richard Dannenberg
Ann Marie & Robert Daugherty
Lorraine M. Davidson
Mildred Squires Davidson
Marjorie B. Davies
John W. Davis, Jr.
Connie & Dennis DeFilippis
Hon. Joseph M. Delfino
Ed & Marie deMartin
Mary Ann DeRosa

Louise A. Dietz
Barbara M. Dille
Anthony G. Dirusso
Jean & Michael Divney
Mr. & Mrs. Michael E. Doehring
Claudia & Raymond Doherty
Dr. &  Mrs. Robert Doherty
Virginia M. Donohue
Ann Marie & Robert Dougherty
Patricia & John Douglass
Joanne Dow
Paul Durante
Joan C. Dusenbury
Rebecca & William Eckfeld
Allison Taylor & 

William David Eddy, Jr.
Ann & Robert Edwards
Susan D. Edwards
John D. Eisner
Alane & Rudolph Ellenbogen
Emmas Ale House
Mickie & Peter Eschweiler
Suzanne Evans
Lauren & Robert Fales
John & Mercy Faulkner

Marjorie & Robert Feder
Mr. & Mrs. Augustine Ferrari
Dr. Bernard & Naomi Fish
Laura Salas Flores
Sheila & Robert Friedland
Hon. Robert J. Friedman
Hope & John Furth
Daniel F. Gallagher
Jeane & John Garment
Bunny & David Gartner
Mary & Alfred Gates
Jerrold S. Gattegno
Nellie K. Gaughran
Irene Cannon & Nori Geary
Alno Gedney Farms, Inc.
Amy & Lawrence Geiger
German School, New York, 
Joanne Giangrande
Judy & David Gilberg
Marjorie & Robert Gillie
Nancy M. Gilson
Ernest Gisolfi
Peter Gisondi

Tax Exemption Reminder
Because WPBF is a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization, your contri-

butions are tax exempt.  Receive a 2010 tax deduction by sending
your gift by December 31, 2010 to White Plains Beautification

Foundation, Inc., P.O. Box 1614, White Plains, NY, 10602.  Visit
www.wpbf.org for more information on our Foundation. 

Patricia & Thomas Glatthaar
Ellen & Richard Gold 
Micaela Kelly Goldberger
Harriet Goldin & Family
Gladys G. Goldmann
Beatrice & Bernard Goodkin

Judith & Stephen Goodman 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward A. Goodman, Jr.*
Patricia  Gougelmann
Betty & Michael Graessle
Dr. Richard E. Graham
Catherine Ann & William Grant
Alison E. Greene, Esq.
Mr. & Mrs. Leon Greenspan
Ruth L. Grossman
Mary Beth Gruber
Doris & Norbert Gruenfeld
Mildred & Martin Gurney
Brynne L. Haines
Adele V. Hall
Sarah & Charles Hall 
Scott Nammacher & 

Constance Haslett
Richard L. Hecht
Ethel M. Heitz *
Hon. Richard S. & Barbara Hendey
Raymond & Floral Hert
Verdell F. Hilliard
Hon. Glen S. Hockley
Richard H. Hoffman
Kathryn Merenda & Craig W. Hohl
Hon. John F. Holden, Jr.
Elizabeth O. Hollahan
Janet & Jonathan Hotchkiss
Bob L. Housler
Mary Anne Hughes
Mary M. Hughes
Bob Hyland
Nancy E. Rice, M. D. & 

Millard J. Hyland, M. D. 
Ruth Gelfer Igoe
Anna Incantalupo
Betty J. Innamorato
Jean & Hisham Istwany, M. D.

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Jackson
Germaine Jacquette, M. D.
Rose marie James
Louise Johnson
Mary Helen Jordan
Amy & Mitchell Josephs
Andrea L. Kaminsky
T. & M. Karis
Ann Kaufman
Beth & Eugene Kava
Frances A. Keegan
Jo Kellman
Hon. Mary Ann Keenan
Karen & Thomas Kennedy
Dr. John P.  Kildahl
Marilyn Kimmel
Ruth Kirschner
Olga A. Klimek
Eda & Bernard Klinger
Patricia and Michael Koizim
Margaret Kolb
Mr. & Mrs. Richard L. Kraner
Herbert Krasnow
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Kresch
Lisa & Bert Krieger
Mr. & Mrs. William Kuschman
Carry & Hans Kyzivat
Natalie LaFace
Susan J. LaFortune
Patrick  Laidman
George Lakestream
Gail & Alan Landauer
L. & R. Landry
Karl R. Lasseter, Jr.
Hon. Milagros Lecuona
May & Seymour Lederman
Penelope Lehman

Peggy Lemle
Mrs. Hugh Leslie
Blaine & Stephen Levenson
Beth & Jerry Levine
Linda & Mark Levine
Elaine & Martin Levitin
Charlene & Leonard Lolis
Mary Lolis
Christina & Vincent Longo
Sheila & James Longo
Barbara R. Loucks
Marie Luciano
Jose & Nancy Maccera
Sandy MacDonald

Carl & Wilma Machover
Macy's Foundation
Hon. Rita Z. Malmud
Ruth M. Manecke
Mary & Anthony J. Marano, MD
Jonathan Mardirossian, M. D.
P. Robert & 

Marie Silverman Marich
Cecile Druss Mark
Stanley Markovits
Rita & Fredrick Marshall
Dorothy Mary Martin
Edgar M. Masinter
Eileen Masseo
Kathleen & Joseph Masterson
Mary & John Mauro
Connie & Larry May
Connie Mayes
Mary Jane McAteer
Nancy M. McClatchie
Alice McCormick
Dorothy McEnaney
Kathleen & Ron McEvers
Wayne McGrath
McMahon Lyon & Harnett Funeral Home
Dorothy M. Mehl *
Leah L. Mendelsohn
Karen & Larry Mendillo
Betty & Harold Mercer, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. P. Gilbert Mercurio
Mary R.Merenda
Mary & Christopher Merenda
Debbie Meringolo
Leslie Ann & Philip Messina
Carola Michael
Mary & Charles Miller
Katherine & Bruce Milliken

Virginia & Edward Mills
Sandra C. Miranda
Brooke Mitchell
Margaret Moline
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Monteverdi
Theresa & Bob Moody
Cynthia Moro
Judith Meyer Morse
Augustine Moscatello
Mulino's of Westchester, Inc. 

- Lou Gigenti
Mary Ann Mullen
Patricia & Bob Mullins

Check out our latest
WPBF Brochure …

Look for our latest brochure
featuring the exclusive

WPBF Map
highlighting the Foundation's
almost 60 glorious gardens.

(See article on Pg. 4)
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Volunteers: You could never get people to work this hard
if you paid them for it. 

-  Source unknown  

Cont’d Pg. 12
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Florence Ackerman
Patrick J. Annichino
Katherine Antonelle

William Archer, W.P. Mounted 
Police Officer
Frank Becerra  

Barbara Benjamin
Morton Blum

Margaret Buckley
Richard H. Buehler

Leona Miller Callahan  
J. Robert Canfield
Randal Castleman
Charles Chervinsky
Nala & Pork Chop

Ben B Cox, Jr.
Joe Curtis

Gladys Dahl
Joseph P. Davidson
Matthew DeFilippis
James W. Delano

Louis DeMarco 
Zachary Druss

Margaret R. Eberle   
June Ferguson   

A. Richard Gambino   
Lawrence A. Gardella    

Monroe Gelfer
Peggy Gilmer

Louis J. Gigantelli
Marie Grillo

Walter J. Handelman
Walter & Elizabeth Hathaway

Ethel Heitz
Fmr. Mayor Richard S. Hendey

Dr. Judith Higgins
Catherine McNally Holland

Sam LaFace
Harry Lautensack

James L. Leinwand
Bob Lemle

Shirley H. Light
George V. P. Marks

Rocco Martello
Hal Masback, Jr.
Paul Mascatelli  

Anthony Matranga    
Eleanor McDonald

Berry Farinas McNally
Anne Misarti
Janet Moore

Ruby J. Moses
Caroline Mulvey

John Dwyer Nixon
Glen Nygreen

Natalie Milano Paccione
Geneva J. Parker

Albert Phiebig

Mark Pollitzer  
Elizabeth Portsmouth   
Joseph P. Portsmouth

Noreen Preston
Carmencita Riverso
Hon. Robert Ruger
Robert J. Saltzman

Vince Savanella
Julia Scatena

Sandra Schmitz
Carmine Scimia  

Anthony Sicuranzo
Jan McNally Silverman

Charles Stahlin
Lois Stierhout

Annette Rella Stangarone
Hope Szabo

George J. E. Szabo
Patricia Terhune

Rose Tota
Alice Trout

Arthur S. Weinstock
Daniel McLaughlin & Heidi Weintraub

Mrs. Richard Weiss, (Vickie)
Bjorg Wessel

F. Richard Wolff
Donations received from April 25, 

2009 thru Sept. 30, 2010.
*denotes  in-kind contribution

Gifts In Memory of:

Gifts in Honor of:
Roland N. Barnes

Hon. Adam Bradley
A. Doris Breit
Ann Carney

Alison Greene's Birthday
Elizabeth Hord, 100th 

Birthday 2009 
Eda Klinger

Stanley Krongold, 75th Birthday

Blaine Levenson
Emily Lindon's 100th Birthday

Rita Marshall
Dorothy Mehl's 90th Birthday *

Mary Merenda
Judy & Ted Morse Wedding
Charlotte Mott, 90th Birthday

Guy A. Terhune
Beth & Brian Wallach Birthdays

Beth & Brian Wallach 50th Wedding
Anniversary

Annalisa Weigand
John Weiner's 90th Birthday

Laurette Young

* Deceased 

Donations received from April 25, 
2009 thru Sept. 30, 2010.

Volunteers of all ages comprise the WPBF, but
we are especially proud of a long-time member
of our board who sends out our Memorial
Notices.  Magda Bondy turned 99 in November,
and we wish her continued good health and hap-

piness.  A retired social worker, Magda is also a
volunteer at White Plains Hospital and a member
of the "Knitwits" whose beautiful knitted garments
can be found at the hospital's gift shop. Happy
Birthday, Magda! 

Volunteers Come in All Sizes, Shapes, Ages
Kristin & Kevin Mulvey
Jane F. Murphy
Rudolph & Diedre Nabel  
Nabel's Nurseries, Inc.
Esther & Irving Natter
Katherine & Leonard Neglia
Eda L. Newhouse
Comm. Joseph (Bud) & 

Ann Nicoletti, Jr.
Suzanne A. Nixon
Julie & Charles Noble
O'Connor McGuinness Conte 

Doyle & Oleson
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Oleson
Hon. Pauline C. Oliva
Margit & Edmond Oliva
Rita & Lawrence O'Neil
Hon. Suzi Oppenheimer
Pat & Jack Orben
Carol & Art Ostrove
Owen & Eddy, Attorney at Law
Margaret S. & Richard Pape
Hon. Amy R. Paulin
Josephine Pellegrino 
Ann & Ralph Penny
Peoples United Bank
Eileen Perlman
Ilse  M. Peterson
Thomasina & Paul Petrone
Philip Petrus
Cecilia Pfister
Pfizer Matching Gifts Foundation
Carolyn & John Phelan
Marianne J. Phiebig
Diana Pickett

Paula Piekos
Margaret H. Pierce
Anthony Pilla
Elizabeth H. Joyce & Daniel M. Pilot
Laura & Matthew Pinson
PIP Printing 
Jaquelyn P Pirri
Robert W. Pollack
Jean & Henry Pollak II
Elizabeth Portsmouth *
Gerard Kierman & 

Margaret M. Postlewaite
Rita & Pierre Poux
Hon. Dennis J. Power
Tom Preston
Melissa Prospero
Jane & Donald Prout

James J. Quinn
Karen & Michael Quinn
Jeanne Quinn
Catherine Raffaele
Suzanne Raimondi
Jeff Rainer
Judy & Doug Ramsay
Barbara & John A. Ramsdell, M.D.
Raphael Opticians
Florence Reiff
Mary & Richard Reinthaler
Hilary J. Renz
Mitzi & Bud Renz
Jeanne Rice
Riemann Auto Body Shop
Katherine & Menelaos Rizoulis
Betty & John Roach
Hon. Tom Roach
Philip Rodman
Joelyn L. Rohman
Saul & Joan Rosen 
Arnold & Sylvia Rosenblum
Robert A. Roston
Linda & Herman Roth 
Phil Rothenberg
Anne-Marie Rowe
Mr. & Mrs. Carmine Ruocco
Donald & Gail Ryan
Hon. Bill Ryan
Mary Broderick Ryan
Louise & Barry Sanet
Dorothy & Jonathan Schere
Richard L. Scherzer
Kathy & Robert Schick

Daniel & Elfriede Schildwachter
Michele Schoenfeld
Mr. & Mrs. Sy J. Schulman
Rhona Merkor & Paul Schupak
Elizabeth & Abel Schutt
Stephanie L. Schwartz
Barbara W. Schwarz
Lila Schwell
Robert W. Shaw
Teresa Sherwood
Tim James & Liz Shollenberger
Joseph Siciliano
Marie Sicuranzo
Doreen Silano
Paul E. Silano
Shirley Silverberg
Ruth E. & Barney B. Silverman, M. D.

Fran & Jim Skow
SM Cartridges LLC
Hon. Beth & Gregory Smayda
Judith & Stanley Sokol
Douglas A. Sootin, D.M.D.
Gloria Donen Sosin
Tony Spinelli
Rose & Victor Spinelli
The Staab Family
Barbara & Arthur Stein
Vickie Stein
Y. Eleanor Stillman
Ellen A. Stone
Richard E. Stout
Mr. & Mrs. JohnStratta
Lois & Thomas Stuetz
Tracey & Michael Swift
David Rhodes & Diane Tabakman
Janice & Howard Tanner
Robert & Janet Tascio
Robert V. Tassel
Guy A. Terhune
Guy H. Terhune
Karen Terhune
Thomas H Slater Center, Inc. 
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald J. Topping
Joan Traber
Ann & Lewis Trippett
Robert C. Troiano
Susan Lee Turnbull
Anne & John Uglum III
Isabel E. Villar

A Company Matching Gift
Here's a simple trick to double your money.  Check to see if your employer has a

matching gift program.  Then request their form, complete it, and return it to us along
with your check.  Some companies actually double your contribution.  Double the

money, double the flowers.  Great idea!  We deeply appreciate your support! 
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In Memoriam

Joseph E. Curtis  1922-2010

"Parks are the lungs of the community"
said Joe, a former Commissioner of
Recreation and Parks and a WPBF
board member in the 1960s.  Joe was
vital to our success in those early
years.  A dynamic leader and clear
thinker, he also coined our slogan and
goal  "City in the Park."  Joe led us
on our first Urban Design Odyssey to
five countries in Northern Europe in
1969, and later to Boston, when he
became that city's Commissioner of
Parks.  We learned much from these
study tours, and from Joe.  Devoted
father of eight daughters, he was res-
pected and loved by all. We miss him.

Cont’d Pg. 14
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Mary Merenda
The summer of 2010 marks the third year of

our successful garden watering program in coop-
eration with the City of White Plains Youth
Bureau and the
Department of Public
Works Department.

The program was
initiated by Roland
Barnes, WPBF
Treasurer, who real-
ized that not only did
the Foundation have
to raise money to
plant the gardens but
also that we had to
pay the nurseries up
to $40,000 to water the gardens throughout the
summer months.  His solution was to approach
the mayor's office, Youth Bureau and DPW to
come up with a program to cut our watering
costs but at the same time offer employment to
workers from the Youth Bureau Summer
Program.

Perhaps this past summer you noticed our
youth workers Kevin Barry, Jesse Esteves,
Richard Pino, Peter Bello and Devon Burhanan
in their bright orange vests and DPW trucks
watering, weeding and picking up debris in gar-

dens throughout the city.  
Frank Williams, WP Youth Bureau Director, said,
"Thanks to the White Plains Beautification
Foundation, the White Plains Youth Bureau

watering project, in
collaboration with
the Department of
Public Works, helped
to beautify and keep
green more than 50
gardens in the City of
White Plains.  Faced
with one of the
hottest summers in
recent years, the
watering project pro-
vided relief to the

summer heat.  For the summer youth workers,
caring for the gardens was not only about water-
ing the plants and gardens, it was about creating
a healthy environment for our community."

Special thanks to Roland Barnes for his inspi-
ration, to WPBF volunteer MaryAnn DeRosa who
served as liaison between the Foundation and
the Youth Bureau, to Patti Staffiero, Youth
Employment Supervisor, and to DPW
Commissioner Bud Nicoletti and his staff from
DPW for their dedication and commitment to the
program. 

Angela X. Vitellas
Barbara & Bill Vrooman
Thomas & Sandra Wacht
Susan & Milton Wackerow
Elizabeth H. Wallace
Beth & Brian Wallach
Gloria Ward
Shirley Ann Washburn
Dr. Bernard Weber
Richard Scanlon & Diane T. Webster
Lynne L. & John Weiner
Linda Rodney & Marc J.  Weinstein

Arthur S. Weinstock*
Robert & Marilyn Weintraub
Barbara & Barry Wenglin, M.D.
Kenneth Werden
Werkheiser Home Maintenance, Inc.
Stuart Werner
Garry Wessel
Connie Whitaker
Anne-Lise & David Whitescarver
Joan & Lynton Wiener
Jeanne & Peter Wilcox
Lucy & Laurence Wildrick

Rosemary B. and John F. Williams II
Nick & Aileen Wolff
Lorine Worrell
Julie A. Yannuzzi
Moira G. Herson Yanuck
Alphons Yost
Dottie & Carl Young
Gail E. Young
Laurette Young
Janet Younkin
Judy Zendell
Madeline & Sanford S. Zevon, M. D.

WPBF Donors - continued

Water Water Everywhere...We Wish


